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GETTING STARTED

As a student, you use pencils, rulers or 
markers as your tools. Archaeologists also 
use tools. A map and compass are the two 
tools archaeologists use to start organizing 
a site before they begin digging it up. 

First they draw a map of the site. Then 
they place string in straight lines on the 
site. They use a compass to be sure the 
strings go from east to west and north 
to south. When they are done stretching 
strings across the site, it looks like a giant 
piece of graph paper. There are many 
squares made out of string, and each square 
has a number. The squares are called a grid. 
When archaeologists find something, they 
mark the map to show where they found it. 
The map has squares on it, just like those 
on the grid. 

DIGGING IT UP

Most of the time when archaeologists 
are digging, they use a trowel. A trowel 
is a three-sided flat piece of metal with 
a handle. They use the trowel to scrape 
away dirt from the things they find. The 
things they find are called artifacts. When 
archaeologists find an artifact, they dust 
it off with a whisk broom. Then they 

photograph the object with a camera. After 
that, every object gets a number. The numbers 
help archaeologists keep track of how many 
objects they have found. 

FIGURING OUT WHAT YOU
HAVE FOUND

Archaeologists bring the objects they have 
found back to a museum or college. There they 
spend more time cleaning and sorting them. 
They may try to find out how people long ago 
used an object. If objects are broken, they 
may try to put them back together. If they 
find seeds or bones, archaeologists may try to 
find out what people were eating. When the 
archaeologists are done studying the objects, 
they write a report about what they have 
found. Then they share the report with other 
archaeologists. They may also write books 
about what they found or appear on television 
shows. Being an archaeologist is hard work, but 
it can be really exciting. 

As you read, underline the tools that are on the class list. Put a star (*) next to 
any other tools you find.
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